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front and that there should be no discrimination in treatment
towards them. Over 621,000 Indian combatants and about
475,000 non-combatants were sent overseas from the begin-
ning of the War to the end of 1919, and India's special War
contribution was about £131 million.1
But it was not so much the assistance rendered to the
Government in *' men, money and munitions " that came as
a surprise to the people of Great Britain. The important
factor was India's attitude towards the Empire. Her loyalty
was put to the test and she was not found wanting.
I think it is a narrow view to hold that Great Britain's
promise of " a new angle of vision " (a phrase used by
Mr. Asquith) in Indian affairs was the reward of India's
loyalty. Political reform cannot be treated as a gift to be
received by India as the price of her services during the War.
The truth is, that in the midst of the War crisis, Indian
political classes gave abundant positive proof of the de-
velopment of a sense of political responsibility which the
Imperial Government could not very well ignore. To critical
students of international politics, it became clear that the
position of European Powers in Asia after the War would
have to be adjusted and that the conflict was sure to stimulate
the nascent patriotism of Asiatic races into insurgent nation-
alism. By reason of her close association with the British
Empire, the forces let loose in the War would have to be
reckoned with in the sub-Continent of India. It therefore
does credit to British political sense that during the War
period, India's relation to the rest of the Empire should
become an absorbing subject of interest among a group of
British students of politics, who surveyed, as accurately
as possible, the existing structure and mechanism of the
Government of India and stimulated discussions on various
problems arising from them,
1 Increased military and political charges on account of the War upon
Indian Budget were nearly 150 crores; and it is estimated that increase
in civil expenditure due mainly to the exigencies of the War was about
25	crores,    Crore «= .£750,000*

